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     The elimination of Class Rank 

puts Belle Vernon Area on par with 

our peer schools —the students of 

which compete against our 

Leopards for competitive 

admissions slots.  It’s time to level 

the playing field for our Leopards.   

     If students are able to supply 

written verification that Class Rank 

must be included on applications 

for military academies or 

scholarships, rank will be 

calculated and released to the 

institution.    

     Look forward to more 

information soon on how 

distinguished scholars will be 

honored and Commencement 

speakers will be chosen under the 

new policy. 

 

NEW Math Sequencing 

     Belle Vernon Area School 

District leadership is keen on 

making data-informed, yet student-

driven decisions.  To this end, a 

new protocol regarding math 

sequencing is in place for the 2015-

2016 school year to allow for 

supportive action and solid 

placement, based upon multiple 

data points, for students entering 

the algebra I curriculum. 

     Please reference p. 4 for more 

details and a chart to help illustrate 

the factors now considered in 

appropriately-challenging student 

placement in math. 

 

NEW PLTW: Biomedical Science 

     The Senior Exit Interview results 

for the Class of 2014 sent a strong 

message and BVA administration 

heard it:  38-41% of graduating 

seniors intend to pursue a career in 

the health-related fields.  This is 

too high a number for our schools 

to ignore. In the 2015-2016 school 

year, a new Project Lead The Way 

(PLTW) will be offered in 

Biomedical Science to provide 

curricular preparation and support 

for Leopard future aspirations.  

Additionally, a NEW PLTW in BVA 

Middle School will also roll out in 

2015-2016 to support student 

(Science, Technology, Research, 

Engineering, Arts, and Math) 

STREAM interest and build the 

program from earlier grades. 
 

NEW Elementary Assessments 

     Elementary initiatives in 

curricular programming are now 

driven by data through MAP 

assessments and student-centered, 

developmentally-appropriate 

interventions.  Support in reading 

and math allows our elementary 

learners to thrive. 
 

     It is easy to see that Belle 

Vernon Area Leopard Leadership 

are not just planning for the next 

academic year, we are planning for 

the evolution of the Belle Vernon 

Area School District, sowing the 

seeds of significant growth well 

into the future of our students. 

NEW CAREER EDUCATION 

PROGRAM:  Career Cruising 

     Like many districts, in the past, 

career exploration and education 

has been a one-and-done event 

with disconnected outcomes from 

year to year and building to 

building within the district.  All of 

that is about to change at Belle 

Vernon Area.  Please reference the 

center of this newsletter for more 

information on our comprehensive, 

K-12 Career Exploration and 

Education Program, supported by 

Career Cruising ccEngage.  Not only 

will this program enable student 

career paths to cross building 

boundaries, it will also allow them 

to cross into post-secondary 

education to support students’ 

career aspirations, with future 

options of electronic applications 

and transcripts to come. 

 

NEW POLICY:  Class Rank 

     In January 2015, the Belle 

Vernon Area School District Board 

of Directors approved a 

comprehensive academic plan to 

include the phasing-out of Class 

Rank.  For the Class of 2016, Class 

Rank will remain in place.  For the 

class of 2017 and beyond, Class 

Rank will not be calculated and will 

not be disclosed on student 

transcripts or in response to 

student or parent/guardian 

requests.   

     In my Commencement 

remarks to the Class of 2015, I 

challenged the graduates to 

have the courage to change 

and improve… to step more 

fully into themselves and to 

realize that, to truly grow and 

improve, change is both 

inevitable and necessary. 

     Change, however, is often 

not enough.  Change for the 

sake of change can many times 

result in conflict and confusion.  

IMPROVEMENT, however, can 

bring clarity.   

     At Belle Vernon Area School 

District, it is not enough simply 

to change — school leadership 

looks to improve and, beyond 

that, innovate each and every 

day through engagement, 

adaptation, and assessment.   

     The goal:  the evolution of 

the school district not to be 

something different and 

inauthentic but to be the best 

version of Belle Vernon Area 

possible.  Does this require 

change?  Yes.  And it requires 

courage.   

     Further, it requires clear 

communication and the 

transparency needed to move 

beyond change, through 

improvement, using innovation 

to evolve into an amazing Belle 

Vernon Area where, for all 

students, Accessing the Future 

through Excellence in Education 

is well within reach.  Check out 

the several new initiatives on 

deck for roll-out in the 2015-

2016 school year: 

 

NEW SIS:  eSchoolPLUS 

     Please see the article on p.3 

pertaining to all of the exciting 

details in our new Student 

Information System. 
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     A Student Information System 

(or SIS) is computer-speak for the 

system which manages 

everything from student 

schedules and parent contact 

information, to grades and report 

cards , testing, attendance, 

discipline, and even details such 

as counselor notes, locker and 

bus information can be contained 

in a robust SIS.   

     For some time, now, the 

district has turned to ProSoft and 

Edline for SIS needs.  However, 

Microsoft Office is no longer 

supporting ProSoft and thus it is 

The 2014-2015 school year marked the first year for BVA HS 

and a 1:1 initiative in all Advanced Placement (AP) classes.  

All students enrolled in AP classes received a district iPad for 

educational use in arguably the most rigorous classes offered 

at BVA.  Students found the learning in their AP classes 

enriched in the following ways: 

Reading novels or other assigned reading………………..…..56.7% 

Interacting with websites and apps………………..………..….71.6% 

Taking notes………………………………………………..………..….64.9% 

Communicating and organizing (calendar)…………..….55.2% 

Technologically collaborating with others………..…..46.3% 

Creating movies and presentations…………….…..….35.1% 

Completing worksheets…………………………….…...34.3% 

Using online textbooks…………………………...….81.3% 

AP Exam test preparation………………..…..39.6% 

 

The main goals for 2015-2016 include continued professional 

development and implementation of discussion boards 

within iTunesU for all of BVA HS AP courses. 

BVA HS AP 1:1 Program Results 

Q: As a parent or guardian, how can I be most informed of dates and 

events at my child’s school? 

A: The best way to stay informed about your child’s school events is 

to use the eSchoolPLUS Home Access Center for messages and alerts. 

An eSchoolPLUS app is soon to come to make this even more 

convenient.  Making sure your current email address is in the 

eSchoolPLUS system will allow you to receive emails with important 

alerts.  The call-home School Messenger voicemail messages will be 

reserved for emergencies and district-wide information in the 

upcoming school year.  The Twitter feed  and website are also good 

go-to spots for information.   

4 

BVASD Changes to eSchoolPLUS SIS 

Need Help? 

DIAL 2-1-1 

 I need help with: 

___ Feeding my family. 

___ Becoming a volunteer. 

___ Getting taxes done. 

___ Avoiding eviction. 

___ Caring for my grandmother. 

___ Keeping my heat/air on. 

___ Joining the workforce. 

___ Finding a summer camp. 

___ Protecting a friend. 

DIAL 2-1-1 

  It’s your friendly-neighborhood

-24-hour-professionally –staffed 

hotline for help with human 

services. If you need help, info, 

or referrals in your community, 

dial 2-1-1 first. 

about their children — especially 

the “real time” updates of grades 

directly from teacher grade books, 

which — without upload or any lag 

time— will become available 

instantaneously to parents/

guardians for viewing via the Home 

Access Center (HAC).   

     Soon to come:  an eSchoolPLUS 

app to make ease of use and access 

to information even more 

streamlined than we imagine now. 

     Look for more information on 

the change to eSchoolPLUS in the 

next few months. 

necessary for the school district to 

change and upgrade to a SIS 

which can help BVA manage large 

amounts of student information.   

     Beginning on August 1, 2015, 

Belle Vernon Area School District 

went “live” with eSchoolsPLUS, a 

student information system 

designed to provide for all of our 

district needs and more at 

relatively the same cost as the old 

system.   

     Parents and guardians will 

enjoy some of the benefits of ease 

of access in getting information 

3 



 4 

     What does “appropriately challenging” mean?  It’s that sweet 

spot between too difficult (the student is stressed and 

overwhelmed) and too easy (the student is bored and 

unengaged).  It’s where students experience success and 

confidence from being stretched and supported. 

     Why the change?  Fast forward to students at the high school 

level….  Based upon data collected (test scores on both state 

assessments like the Keystones and nationally-normed 

standardized tests like the SAT, ACT, and AP Exams, grades, 

performance in the classroom, and teacher recommendations), 

the district noted concerning trends for BVA math students.  

These trends indicated weaknesses in foundational math 

(specifically Algebra I) and a need to change math sequencing to 

better support students in math classes throughout the high 

school years and arguably beyond.  The data-informed, student-

driven decision to change the sequencing puts student support 

and success at the center of math programming. 

     For other subjects, but especially math, a good, solid, bedrock 

foundation is more than necessary, it is imperative for student 

success and confidence.  The new sequence, based upon data 

from multiple measures of student past performance and future 

aptitude, builds for both the success and the confidence of our 

kids well beyond middle school, through the high school years, 

and well into the future.   

     So what does this mean for math sequencing into the future 

(beyond middle school)?  Please see the flow charts on the next 

page for a graphic representation of the Grades 6-12 math 

sequencing.  Much choice and room for student preferences 

exists in this model in the upper high school years (Grades 11 & 

12), something the district is able to accommodate based on the 

strong math foundation existing in earlier years with the new 

model. 
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     Sixth grade students were tested in May and June using the 

Iowa Algebra Aptitude Test (IAAT) to help determine their 

appropriate placement into the secondary level mathematics 

curriculum as they matriculate to Grade 7 and the middle school. 

     Aptitude tests are different than achievement tests in that they 

are future-oriented and attempt to assess the student’s capacity 

and potential to succeed in a class he/she has not yet had.  

[Conversely, achievement tests measure what kids already know.] 

     The following multiple data points were considered for every 

student: 

 Results of the IAAT (both score and stanine data were 

included).  Score data is a measure of individual student 

performance and stanine data measures students against 

their peers to provide a context for the individual score 

 Past math grades 

 Including embedded data with regard to work ethic,  

 homework completion, overall readiness, consistency, 

 and self-advocacy/resiliency skills  

 

 Past PSSA exam scores 

     A complex multiplier and rubric were applied to this data to 

ensure that too much weight was not applied to any one point in 

assessing students (it’s not “all about test scores”).  Several 

students for whom IAAT standardized test scores did not seem to 

reconcile with past scores and classroom performance were 

invited to re-test to see if the lower aptitude score was an error. 

These students were on the cusp of higher performance and the 

district wanted to give every student the benefit of higher 

placement if warranted by student performance.   

     All parents and guardians of 2014-2015 sixth graders received 

a letter from BVA Middle School principal, Mr. Greg Zbororvancik, 

explaining the placement process, the criteria used, and the 

appropriately-challenging math level recommended for their soon

-to-be seventh grader in the middle school next year. 
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Math Sequencing in Grades 6-12 

Indicates tagged classes with Keystone testable content:   
            Algebra I for the top 15% group in Gr. 7  

      Algebra IB for the middle 60%  in Gr. 8  
       Algebra IB for the remaining 25% group in Gr. 9 or Gr. 10 
Students will take the Keystone Algebra I Exam at the conclusion of these classes (testing occurs in May). 

5 

HIGH AVERAGE PERFORMANCE ON THE RUBRIC 
Middle 60% of students 

EMERGING LEARNERS PERFORMANCE ON THE RUBRIC 
Remaining 25% of students 

* 

Note:  Students who want to accelerate through the math curriculum have a second chance to do so by doubling-up in Gr. 9 and then 
choosing Precalculus or (H) Precalculus in Gr. 10.  If (H) Precalculus is deemed the appropriately-challenging level and is chosen in Gr. 10, 
students may jump to the High Performance, 15% track above and continue there through Gr. 11 & 12. 

HIGH PERFORMANCE ON THE RUBRIC 
Top 15% of students 
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     Based upon the existence  

of developmentally- 

appropriate activities in each  

grade level and a strong  

collaboration between the  

school district’s counseling  

team and educators from both  

Smart Futures (the district’s  

secondary solution for  

some time now) and  

Career Cruising, the  

Elementary curriculum  

appears on this page  

and please see p. 7  

for the Secondary  

curriculum.   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

     For the first time,  

instead of one-and- 

done endeavors,  

learning Leopards will  

see linear connections  

from one year to the  

next and linkages  

between Smart Futures  

and Career Cruising which  

support their work-related  

interests, abilities, and values  

in experiencing career  

exploration and education.   
 

     Additionally, through the  

Career Cruising Parent Portal,  

parents and guardians will be  

able to view student progress in  

career activities and receive  

reports on their child’s progress. 

6 
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     Once the district has fully navigated the transition to the new Student Information System, eSchoolPLUS (see p. 3 for details), students will use 

Career Cruising for career-driven course planning which will “feed” courses into the scheduling component of eSchoolPLUS.  Method Test Prep, a 

leading source for SAT and ACT preparation, will be available to all BVA HS students within the 2015-2016 school year to be accessed through 

Career Cruising accounts and free for all students.  Finally, when seniors prepare to apply to post-secondary institutions and need to send their 

transcripts, they eventually will be able to do so electronically through the Career Cruising program.    

Secondary Students “Cruise” into Careers 
7 

Several HS Counseling 
Programs are provided for 

Juniors.  The Junior Meeting, 
Junior Parent Night, and 

Individual Junior Meeting all 
rely heavily on Career Cruising 
Reports to assist counselors in 

customizing counseling 
services for each student. 
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     BVA HS students in the Class of 2014 have their 
finger on the pulse of the Pittsburgh-regional job 
market.  With 38-41% of them identifying Health-
related and STEM careers as those they intend to 
pursue after high school graduation, and with the 
Allegheny Conference on Community 
Development conveying high need in this field 
(check out the chart below!), the writing on the 
wall was clear and BVA SD administration 
responded.  The message was too strong to ignore 
and Project Lead The Way (PLTW): Biomedical 
Science is the newest program at BVA as a result. 

     The rigorous and relevant four-course PLTW: 
Biomedical Science sequence allows students to 
investigate the roles of biomedical professionals 
as they study the concepts of human medicine, 
physiology, genetics, microbiology and public 
health.  Students participate in activities like 
investigating the death of a fictional person to 
learn the content in the context of real-world-
cases. They examine the structures and 
interactions of human body systems and explore 
the prevention, diagnosis, and treatment of 
disease, all while working collaboratively to 

understand and design 
solutions to the most pressing 
health challenges of today and 
the future. 
 
 

     Each course in the sequence 
builds on the skills and 
knowledge students gain in the 
preceding courses.  Schools 
offer the three foundational 
courses within the span of 
three academic years from the 
start of implementation (as the 
program is phased in) and BVA 
will also offer the capstone 
course.  
     Students spoke and Leopard 
leaders listened. 

Biomedical Science at BVA 

Healthcare & Social Assistance Careers = 206,058 Jobs! 

     Belle Vernon Area High School 

has long enjoyed collaborative 

relationships with local colleges 

and universities like Pitt,  Seton 

Hill, St. Vincent, Mt. Aloysius, 

and LaRoche.  Those 

partnerships are about to be 

expanded to include 

Westmoreland County 

Community College (WCCC) with 

the potential of almost a dozen 

courses to be considered College 

in the High School (CHS) in Belle 

Vernon terms and “Dual 

Enrollment” in WCCC terms. 

     CHS or Dual Enrollment 

programs allow students to earn 

credit both for high school 

graduation and toward a post-

secondary degree after high 

school. 

     The BVA HS courses slated for 

consideration for this program 

would predominantly qualify as 

“liberal arts” courses which all 

students, regardless of their 

major field of study, are typically 

required to take (e.g. 

Psychology, Sociology, 

Literature, etc.).   

     Of course, for the BVA/WCCC 

credits to successfully transfer to 

other post-secondary 

institutions, students must first 

check with the transfer 

coordination officer at their 

anticipated, final, degree-

granting institution to make sure 

the credits will transfer upon 

matriculation. 

     This partnership brings the 

potential for considerable post-

secondary cost savings to BVA 

students.  Look for more 

information throughout the fall 

on the partnership’s progress! 

STEM Data Evident in Smart 
Futures Feedback on BVA Pupils 
The top 20 careers identified by Belle Vernon Area High School students in Smart Futures assessments 
are (in order): … those in blue are STEM careers. 
1. Lawyers 
2. Police Detectives 
3. Physical Therapists 
4. Coaches and Scouts 
5. Criminal Investigators and Special Agents 
6. Pediatricians, General 
7. Veterinarians 
8. Psychiatrists 
9. Sports Medicine Physicians 
10. Elementary School Teachers 
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11. Engineering Managers 
12. Zoologists and Wildlife Biologists 
13. Sales Engineers 
14. Biochemists and Biophysicists 
15. Astronomers 
16. Petroleum Engineers 
17. Anesthesiologists 
18. Video Game Designers 
19. Pharmacists 
20. Counseling Psychologists 

http://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=stem&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0CAcQjRw&url=http://cmitsouth.org/cmit-south-stem-program/&ei=gMGCVfiLGMnY-QHTsYDACA&bvm=bv.96041959,d.cWw&psig=AFQjCNFva9uVj7BS2UXRBgyHdeZyBSh69w&ust=1434718971372367


 9 

The Art of Tinkering 

     When 6 year old Soren Walck of 
Kutztown, PA, wants to see what makes an 
old phone work, he runs for the tinkering kit 
he got for his birthday from his mom, 
Kathleen, a former art teacher. Far from 
turning him into a destroyer, the shiny red 
toolbox- tricked out with pliers, 
screwdrivers, a hammer, a hand drill with 
interchangeable bits, and other small tools- 
has rendered Soren a budding MacGyver. 
He’s used a plastic yogurt cup to create a 
backyard bird catcher and designed a 
hamster run for the family pet from 
cardboard and plastic mesh. Not every 
project works out, of course, but the power, 
says his mom, is in the creating: “Having the 
freedom and space to take things that he 
sees in his environment and turns them into 
something that he sees in his imagination 
gives him self-confidence and 
independence.” 
 

     Channeling that spark of creative problem
-solving and invention is at the heart of what 
Karen Wilkinson, the director of Tinkering 
Studio at San Francisco’s Exploratorium 
Science Museum, describes as “thinking with 
your hands.” Tinkering, a mixture of 
exploring and experimenting, is all about 
“building tangible things through 
engineering, math, and art,” adds Wilkinson, 
whether kids are designing homemade 
machines, creating art from recyclables, or 
just puttering around. 
 

     Tinkering’s value is most evident when 
kids follow their curiosity to construct 
something new. “Having kids see their work 
and watch their skills grow over time boosts 
confidence and competence,” Wilkinson 
says. Other benefits include: heightened 
creativity, longer attention spans, stronger 
problem-solving skills, and an increased 
ability to persist through frustration. Sound 
good? Then get your family started with 
these tips and fun projects. 
 

Setting up shop 
Create a tinkering toolbox 
     Stock yours with scissors, a low-
temperature glue gun, wire cutters, and 
safety equipment like goggles and work 
gloves. Consider a small hammer and 
screwdriver, too. With supervision, kids as 
young as 4 can use both, says Kami Wilt, 
founder of the Austin Tinkering School in 
Austin, TX, while 10 year olds can be taught 

to safely manage a saw or power drill, as 
long as an adult shows them how to use it
- for instance, by clamping down wood 
with a vise. Whatever tools you’re working 
with, make sure they’re in top shape. 
“Weak, dull tools can be frustrating and 
sometimes more dangerous,” says Wilt.  
 

Leverage your junk 
     One person’s trash is a grade schooler’s 
treasure. Wilt stashes corks, string, Popsicle 
sticks, plastic lids, cereal ox toys, wood 
scraps, cardboard, VCR and cassette tapes, 
and other potential cast-offs into bins. Other 
items to hang on to: binder clips, string, zip 
ties, duct tape, and rubber bands. After all, a 
successful tinkering requires a wide range of 
supplies! 
 

Embrace the mess 
     It’s one thing to say you’ll be zen about 
your kids’ tinkering messes, quite another to 
practice it. If you fear the potential 
disorganization, designate an out-of-the-way 
space as a work station, like a corner of the 
basement or a part of the garage. If space is 
tight, protect your kitchen table with a sheet 
of cardboard, or work outside when the 
weather’s right.  
 

Step back 
     The best projects start with “a kid-
generated idea,” says Wilkinson. If your child 
needs inspiration, try a project on the next 
page. (You can find more ideas at 
Tinkerlab.com) Wait until your child asks for 
help or gets upset before you offer advice. 
When Soren gets frustrated, his mom asks 
open-ended questions like “What materials 
do you think that would work for that?” If an 
experiment isn’t gelling, she recommends 
focusing on the activity’s positives (like the 
cool tools your kid got to use). Remember 
that kids learn through failure.  
 
 

Tinkering projects to try 
Going Geo (Good for ages 4-8) 
     To start little ones on tool use, let them 
create a geoboard, a square board with 
pegs. First, kids paint a square of scrap wood 
(1/2” of wood works well), then hammer 
nails in even lines to form a 3 x 3, x 5 x 5, and 
10 x 10 grid. (No worries when younger kids 
put nails wherever they want.) Afterward, 
stretch rubber bands or string from nail to 
nail to form shapes or make cool designs.  

   

     What it teaches kids: The 
boards themselves are 
great for helping kids 

master math concepts like area, perimeter, 
and multiplication, but making one also 
requires arithmetic and measuring to get the 
grid right. Plus, it’s a low-stakes way to 
practice pounding nails safely.  
 

Machine creation (Good for ages 6-12) 
     Kids love building their own contraptions- 
especially when they actually work. One to 
try: a scribble machine- part art, part 
science, and part silly, says Wilkinson, who 
features this machine (and others) in her 
book, The Art of Tinkering. Start by 
connecting a small motor (salvaged from a 
toy or bought at a hobby shop for a few 
dollars) to a battery with tape. To weigh 
down the motor so it creates a vibration 
when it runs, attach a piece of clay, a piece 
of wood, or a glue stick. Next, tape the 
motor to the top of a plastic yogurt 
container; then add marker “legs” around 
the sides of the container. When you turn it 
on, the motorized machine will shimmy 
across paper and leave colorful scribbles.  
 

     What it teaches kids: By creating a 
motorized machine, your child will put 
physics and engineering into practice. He or 
she will start to think of his/her feet and feel 
proud of building something that actually 
moves.  
 

Daring disassembly (Good for ages 6-12) 
     Don’t toss the ancient talking Elmo- at 
least not before your kids have a chance to 
do a little home surgery. “Taking something 
apart is one of my favorite first tinkering 
steps,” says Wilkinson, who favors using 
scissors and tiny screwdrivers to disassemble 
battery-operated toys like remote control 
cars or mechanical plush animals. Old VCRS, 
CD and DVD players, telephones, or 
computers are also good candidates if you 
cut off the plugs and cords first. Just skip 
microwaves, TVs, and computer monitors, 
which may contain high0voltage 
components that can emit a potentially 
lethal shock.  
 

     What it teaches kids: By developing an 
eye for detail and thinking like an engineer, 
kids can figure out how appliances fit 
together- and maybe even discover why an 
old toy doesn’t work anymore. 

Open the junk drawer and see what your kids can 
create. It’s not only fun, it’s good for their brains. 

From Scholastic’s Parent & Child magazine, November 2014 issue.  www.scholastic.com 
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The NEW Three R’s:  
Readiness, Rigor, & 
READING! 

     Parents, help your child by reinforcing 
skills that support readiness for a new 
school year and the capacity for your 
child to keep up with BVA’s rigorous 
curriculum and do his or her best.  
What’s the best way to do this?  
READING!  Here are some tips to boost 
reading skills in fun ways. 
 

Create a Secret Reading Hideout 
     Most of us have sweet memories of 
forts. Even if it was just cobbled together 
with couch cushions and bathrobe belts, 
crawling like a commando through 
tunnels of our own creation was magic. 
Now, it’s time to introduce your kids to 
the fun- they won’t need much 
convincing! But here’s the twist: Make it 
a secret reading hangout where they can 
share favorite books, cloaked in mystery 
(or, at least, an old 
tablecloth). How to make 
the most of it: 
 
Leave the “building” to 
them 
     This is the one time to silence your 
“Don’t make a mess” reflex. Half the fun 
of fort-making comes from being able to 
take things around the house and 
repurpose them. Best bets: Cardboard 
appliance boxes, the large Styrofoam 
pieces packed with electronics, bed 
sheets, afghans, cushions, and pillows. 
Decorating the disposable components 
with markers, crayons, glitter, pom-
poms, and other craft doodads will make 
kids even more excited about this special 
place all their own.  
 
Stock up 
     While the structure will vary from age 
to age, what’s stashed inside a secret 
reading hangout is pretty consistent: 
books, for one. Treat your child to a few 
new titles having to do with imaginary 
places. Once inside their secret hideout, 
kids often pretend they are someplace 
else, so stories on that theme will hit the 
right note. The Magic Tree House book 
series by Mary Pope Osborne is a great 
starting point. Then gather magazines, 
stuffed animals, a flashlight, and snacks- 
lots and lots of snacks.  

Light up the night 
     Any secret hideaway is so much cooler 
in the dark. Host 
read-ins after 
dark, or on rainy 
days when you 
draw the blinds. 
Hang glow in 
the dark stars or 
a strand of 
twinkle or holiday lights. Kids love 
reading by flashlight, which makes the 
fort feel even cozier. 
 
Join the party! 
     What kids want most from you is to 
squeeze in there with them, laughing and 
sharing a favorite book from your 
childhood. Trust us, the memories you’ll 
make together will last and last. 

Raise a Kid Who Loves to Read 
     You’ve heard it before, but we’ll say 
it again: Reading makes kids smart. 
Engaging with books helps them soar in 
school; it strengthens vocabulary and 
spelling as well as math, science, and 
reasoning skills. It boosts empathy, 
motivation, and curiosity, as well. You 
get the point. Reading is critical. 
So how do you get your kid hooked on 
books? Read to him or her- at least once 
a day. After that, the key is to get 
interactive, says Jason Boog, author of 
Born Reading: “That means asking 
lots of questions, pointing out 
details in books, and encouraging 
kids to retell stories you’ve read.” 
 
     You’re probably already 
pointing out letters to your pre-
reader, but don’t forget to 
highlight numbers while reading, 
too. Ask math questions like: How 
many ice cream cones did the bear 
eat? Help your child count on her 
fingers. Also build comprehension 
skills by challenging kids to guess 
what happens next in the story. 
 

     As they move into kindergarten and 
grade school, children develop strong 
preferences of their own. Pay attention 
to what books your child responds to- 
and what topics pique his or her 
curiosity. Use this as a jumping-off 
point to connect him with new genres 
and do further exploration. If your kid 
loves the drawings in The Giving Tree, 
introduce him to poetry with another 
Shel Silverstein classic, Where the 
Sidewalk Ends. If Charlotte’s Web gets 
him wondering about spiders, search 
for arachnid facts together online. Your 
child will realize that reading 
empowers him or her to make 
discoveries. 
 
     Ready to help your kid get lost in a 
book? Look no further for expert-

approved apps and tools (on the 
next page), inspiring ideas from 
authors, and the best books for 
every type of reader.  
 

When kids have a special place for books, 
learning becomes all fun and no work! 

Reading is critical to your child’s 
success. Ignite a can’t-put-it-down 
spark with our surefire picks and 

expert tips. 

From Scholastic’s Parent & Child magazine, November 2014 issue.   
www.scholastic.com 

10 



 11 

Fantasy 
Picture Book 

Journey by Aaron Becker 
Early Chapter 

Space Taxi: Archie Takes Flight by Wendy Mass 
Middle Grade 

The Luck Uglies by Paul Durham 
 

Art 
Picture Book 

Luke on the Loose by Harry Bliss 
Early Chapter 

The Flying Beaver Brothers and the Evil Penguin Plan by Maxwell 
Eaton III 

Middle Grade 
El Deafo by Cece Bell 

 
Friendship 

Picture Book 
My Friend is Sad by Mo Willems 

Early Chapter 
The Year of the Dog by Grace Lin 

Middle Grade 
Kinda Like Brothers by Coe Booth 

 

Thrills & Chills 
Picture Book 

The Dark by Lemony Snicket 
Early Chapter 

Scary Stories to Tell in the Dark by Alvin Schwartz 
Middle Grade 

The Time of the Fireflies by Kimberley Griffiths Little 
 

Humor 
Picture Book 

Grin and Bear It by Leo Landry 
Early Chapter 

Jake Drake, Class Clown by Andrew Clements 
Middle Grade 

Dogs Don’t Tell Jokes by Louis Sachar 
 

History 
Picture Book 

Queen Victoria’s Bathing Machine by Gloria 
Whelan 

Early Chapter 
I Survived Hurricane Katrina, 2005 by Lauren 

Tarshis 
Middle Grade 

Esperanza Rising by Pam Munoz Ryan 

Mysteries 
Picture Book 

Detective LaRue by Mark Teague 
Early Chapter 

The Chicken Squad: The First Misadventure by Doreen 
Cronin 

Middle Grade 
Hide and Seek by Kate Messner 

 
Animals 

Picture Book 
Sparky! By Jenny Offill 

Early Chapter 
Lulu and the Duck in the Park by Hilary McKay 

Middle Grade 
The Zoo at the Edge of the World by Eric Kahn Gale 

 
Games & Puzzles 

Picture Book 
Black and White by David Macaulay 

Early Chapter 
Thea Stilton and the Dragon’s Code by 

Scholastic 
Middle Grade 

Greenglass House by Kate Milford 
 

Sports 
Picture Book 

Take Me Out to the Yakyu by Aaron Meshon 
Early Chapter 

The Kicks: Saving the Team by Alex Morgan 

Tap These Great Reading Apps! 
 
Android and iOS $7 Ages 2+ 
Endless Alphabet uses adorable monsters to teach kids vocab words. 
 

Android and iOS $7 Ages 2+ 
Nosy Crow: The Three Little Pigs refreshes the classic fairytale by 
adding cool interactive twists. 
 

iOS $7 Ages 6+ 
Barefoot World Atlas helps kids explore continents and oceans, on a 3
-D globe. 
 

Android $5 Ages 9+ 
Pango Free lets readers drive the story by shaking and touching the 
characters. 
 

Android and Ios $0 Ages 3+ 
Toontastic: School Edition allows little ones to draw and share their 
own cartoons. 
 

iOS $10 Ages 6+ 
Encyclopedia Brittanica Kids puts info (on topics like space) in video 
and article form.  

Book Recommendations for Every 
Age & Interest 

11 

Reminder:  Elementary Summer Reading Requirement 
 

Remember, students who completed their summer reading requirement successfully  will 
get strong scores factored into  their first-quarter AR points for 2015-2016.   

Way to start the year off right! 

From Scholastic’s Parent & Child magazine, November 2014 issue.   
www.scholastic.com 

http://ipadapps4school.com/2013/02/05/endless-alphabet-an-ipad-to-help-students-spell-and-learn-new-words/
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270 Crest Avenue 

Belle Vernon, PA 15012 

724.808.2500 

www.bellevernonarea.net 

Belle Vernon Area Graduates and  
BVA School District take flight! 

BELLE VERNON BOARD OF SCHOOL DIRECTORS 

      Aaron J. Bialon, President 

      John M. Nusser, Jr.,  Vice President 

      Daniel Sepesky, Secretary 

Edward C. Naylor, Assistant Secretary 

       Joe Grata, Treasurer               

Kimberly Ringstad Gray 

Toni-Jo Kunka                

Cathy Chalfant Michener    

       Ronald Sotta                      

Law Offices of Ira Weiss, Solicitor 

 

 

 

 

Please stay alert for upcoming senior events during the spring semester that highlight the quality of the Class of 2016.  First, in March, seniors 

will present their Senior Graduation Project.  It is a requirement for graduation and, for the first time at BVA HS, seniors  will provide a cover 

letter and resume and present to a panel to include both educators AND local business leaders.  Students will receive rich, rounded, and 

invaluable feedback on their presentation and interviewing skills.  Then, look to May for the Senior Day of Caring — an opportunity for seniors 

to say “thank you” and give back through community service endeavors in the Belle Vernon area.  Both events blur the boundaries between 

school and community and promise to vault seniors past graduation, highlighting how important they are as citizens of the Belle Vernon area. 

BELLE VERNON AREA SCHOOL DISTRICT ADMINISTRATION 

Dr. John Wilkinson, Superintendent 

Eileen Navish, Business Manager 

Jesse Cramer, Athletic Director 

Greg Steeber, Technology Coordinator 

Monte Maugle, Food Service Director 

David Bashada, Transportation Supervisor 

Jason Zadrozny, Maintenance Supervisor 

Dayna Sikora, School Psychologist 

Stephanie McHugh, Director of Counseling Services 

Jason Boone, High School Principal 

John Grice, IV, High School Principal 

Gregory Zborovancik, Middle School Principal 

Dr. J.K. Folmar, Marion Elementary Principal 

Dr. Michelle Dowell, Marion Elementary Principal 

Jennifer Godzak, Rostraver Elementary Principal 


